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Abstract

Name, Maria Cridina Lobo; Correa, Leticda Maia Scuro (Advisor). Perceptual
and linguigtic abilities in the acquidition of the Portuguese gender system. Rio
de Janeiro, 2002. 179p. Doctorad Thess — Depatamento de Leras Pontificia
Universdade Catdlicado Rio de Janeiro.

This thess is concerned with the identification of the gender sysem by focusng on
the ascription of a paticular vadue to the gender feature of [Fanimate] nouns by children.
The working hypothess assumed here is that the value of the gender festure of the Noun is
identified due to DP agreement on the bass of morpho-phonologica information provided
by the dements of the D Caegory. The theoreticd approach adopted here ams a
reconciling a procedurd account to language acquistion with a theory of language. The
ot of agreement operaion tha would dlow gender vdue trandering from D to N is
congdered and 4 experiments ae reported, which amed a evauating children's senghility
to the dements of the D category and their ability to process gender agreement. The results
provide support to the hypothes's and suggest early accessto the functiond category D.
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