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Resumo 

 

Alves, Fernanda Barreto; Aguiar, Carolina Moulin (Orientadora). Do corpo 
político à política do corpo: a violência sexual como prática de exclusão 
da diferença no genocídio ruandês de 1994. Rio de Janeiro, 2011. 174 p. 
Dissertação de Mestrado – Instituto de Relações Internacionais, Pontifícia 
Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro. 

A presente dissertação apresenta a relação entre o processo de formação 

das identidades, as dinâmicas de gênero e as práticas de marginalização da 

diferença no genocídio ruandês de 1994. Mais especificamente, o objetivo 

principal é avaliar de que maneira a produção da diferença – em particular, a 

diferença de gênero – atua constitutivamente no imaginário local, permitindo a 

adoção da violência sexual fomentada pelo Estado ruandês. Nesse âmbito, 

demonstramos a interconexão entre o corpo político do Estado e a política do 

corpo, possibilitando a construção da identidade nacional baseada no gênero e 

inscrita no corpo físico do indivíduo. A pesquisa evidencia a violência sexual 

como uma prática política, informada por uma construção social calcada no 

gênero, na qual o corpo das mulheres Tutsis se torna objeto de intervenção estatal. 

O arcabouço teórico que fundamenta as análises parte das contribuições das 

perspectivas pós-estruturalistas de gênero, fundamentais para examinar como 

identidades móveis e plurais são combinadas e construídas social e culturalmente 

de modo a estabelecer uma interseção que delineia o perfil do grupo-alvo, 

informando os tipos de violência a serem perpetrados na tentativa de construção 

de uma comunidade homogênea e pura. 
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Identidade; Estado; Violência Sexual; Gênero; Ruanda.  
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Abstract 

 

Alves, Fernanda Barreto; Aguiar, Carolina Moulin (Advisor). From body 
politic to body-politics: sexual violence as a practice of exclusion of 
difference in the rwandan genocide of 1994. Rio de Janeiro, 2011. 174 p. 
MSc. Dissertation - Instituto de Relações Internacionais, Pontifícia 
Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro. 

The dissertation presents the relationship between the process of identity 

formation, gender dynamics and practices of marginalization of difference in the 

Rwandan genocide of 1994. More specifically, the main purpose is to assess how 

the production of difference - in particular, gender difference – acts constitutively 

in the local imaginary, allowing the adoption of sexual violence fostered by the 

Rwandan state. In this context, the research highlights the interconnection 

between the body politic and body-politics, allowing the construction of national 

identity based on gender and entered in the individual's physical body. Therefore, 

it is argued that sexual violence is a political practice, informed by a gendered 

social construction, in which Tutsi women's bodies becomes the object of state 

intervention. The theoretical framework underlying the analysis is based on the 

contributions of gender poststructuralist perspectives, contemplating the dynamic 

in which plural and mobile identities are combined and socially constructed in 

order to establish an intersection that outlines the profile of the target group, 

specifying the type of violence being perpetrated in an attempt to build a pure 

and homogenous community. 
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Identity; State; Sexual Violence; Gender; Rwanda. 
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MADNESS 

This evil and accomplice sun 

That dares smile to the assassins 

That dares illumine this damned country 

Where the prevailing law is the law of blood  

In which I can only see the abyss 

In which the whole word will sink 

A black hole in which there is nothing but death 

No glimmer whatever, no ray of hope  

The absence of victims is the hangmen’s absence 

The absence of hangmen is the victims’ absence 

We all have our life in common 

Such a funny species humans are  

I kissed the wind that took away my children 

I wanted to kiss it so I could feel them 

To hold them tight in my arms 

To say to myself nothing could ever take them away  

I would follow them farther than the most distant point 

We would remain together for all eternity 

An eternity only I understand 

Because my eternity is my present time.  

The wind blew all over my body 

I wanted to be naked to feel its coolness 

I felt hot living in unreality of my reality 

I sweated a lot seeing the unreality of my life  

I would have loved this wind had tickled me 

To be able to laugh, as of old, at my foolishness 
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To laugh at my silliness of thinking evil is strong 

To be able to laugh at myself 

To laugh out of joy in a too strong misfortune  

I must get rid as fast as I can  

Of these sufferings sterilizing me 

Reducing my body and my soul  

While the world thinks I go on living  

However I died that day 

Those 100 days without an answer from on high 

Made me doubt of its existence 

Even holding in contempt those who showed it to me. 

YOLANDE MUKAGASANA 
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