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Resumo 
 
 
 
 
 

Costa, Lara Denise Góes; Paiva, Angela Maria Randolpho 
(Orientadora). Responsabilidade e desumanização: representações 
sociais sobre população de rua no Rio de Janeiro. Rio de Janeiro, 
2010. 113p. Dissertação de Mestrado – Departamento de Sociologia e 
política, Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro. 

 
 

 

 

O objetivo deste trabalho consiste em compreender as representações 

sociais sobre a população de rua no Rio de Janeiro. Em um primeiro momento, 

buscou-se analisar os comentários dos leitores do jornal O Globo, concernentes às 

matérias que versassem sobre população de rua. Em seguida, foram reconstruídas 

algumas concepções de self e sua relação com o estigma para chegarmos às 

características que envolvem a solidariedade social. Por fim, através dos 

intérpretes da construção da cidadania brasileira buscou-se demonstrar a 

problemática da falta de solidariedade com relação às pessoas em situação de 

privação sócio-econômica num sistema democrático de igualdade de direitos. 
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Abstract 
 
 
 
 
 

Costa, Lara Denise Góes; Angela Maria Randolpho (Advisor). 
Responsability and dehumanization: social representations about 
homeless people in Rio de Janeiro. Rio de Janeiro, 2010. 113p. MSc. 
Dissertation de Mestrado – Departamento de Sociologia e política, 
Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro. 

 
 
 
 
 
  The aim of this work consists in understanding the social representations 

of homeless people in Rio de Janeiro. First, we have analized the readers’s 

comments of the newspaper O Globo about homeless people. In another moment, 

we reconstructed some of the conceptions of self and it relations with stigma to 

find some of the characteristics of social solidarity. At last, we have followed 

some of the theorists about Brazilian citizenship to demonstrate the lack of 

solidarity that is directed to people who lives under a highly vulnerable social 

conditions in a  democratic system of equality of rights.  
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“I am an invisible man. No, I am not a spook like 
those who haunted Edgar Allan Poe; nor am I one 
of your Hollywood-movie ectoplasms. I am a man of 
substance, of flesh and bone, fiber and liquids—and 
I might even be said to possess a mind. I am 
invisible, understand, simply because people refuse 
to see me. Like the bodiless heads you see 
sometimes in circus sideshows, it is as though I have 
been surrounded by mirrors of hard, distorting 
glass. When they approach me they see only my 
surroundings, themselves, or figments of their 
imagination—indeed, everything and anything 
except me. Nor is my invisibility exactly a matter of 
a bio-chemical accident to my epidermis. That 
invisibility to which I refer occurs because of a 
peculiar disposition of the eyes of those with whom I 
come in contact. A matter of the construction of 
their inner eyes, those eyes with which they look 
through their physical eyes upon reality. I am not 
complaining, nor am I protesting either. It is 
sometimes advantageous to be unseen, although it is 
most often rather wearing on the nerves. Then too, 
you're constantly being bumped against by those of 
poor vision. Or again, you often doubt if you really 
exist. You wonder whether you aren't simply a 
phantom in other people's minds.” 

(Ralph Ellison) 
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